
CentreforCanadianStudiesProgramme
VisitoftheQuébecMinister

CHRISTINEST-PIERRE

MINISTEROFINTERNATIONALRELATIONSANDLAFRANCOPHONIE,Government

ofQuébec

MeetingwithDr.ShashikalaWanjari,Vice-Chancellor,SNDTUniversityandaddress

tothestudents0

OnMonday,12thFebruary2018,10.30am CHRISTINEST-PIERRE,Ministerof
InternationalAffairsandLaFrancophonie,MinistryofInternationalAffairsandLa
Francophonie(MRIF),Québec,CanadaalongwithMR.DOMINICMARCOTTE,Consul&
Director,BureauduQuébec,MumbaiandMs.SoniaZiade,PoliticalOfficer,Ministry
ofInternationalAffairsandLaFrancophonie(MRIF),QuébecMs.Dnyaneshwari
Talpade,PublicAffairs,CultureandEducationAdvisor,BureauduQuébec,Mr.
JessieLepine-Malone,InternationalAffairsAdvisor,MinistryofInternationalAffairs
andLaFrancophonie(MRIF),QuébecpaidvisittoSNDTWomen’sUniversity.

TheprogrammebeganwiththeUniversitysongandwelcomespeechbyDrPratima
Tatke,Director,CentreforCanadianStudieswhosharedtheactivitiesoftheCentre
andSNDTWUcollaborationswithuniversityandShastriIndo-Canadian Institutein
IndiaandCanada.HonorableViceChancellor,SNDTWU,Prof.Wanjariwelcomed
thedélégationandexpressedtheneedtobeglobalwhileremaininglocallyrelevant.
ProfV.N.Magre,ProViceChancellorSNDTWUintroducedtheMinisterfollowedby
thelecturebytheMinister.

MinisterChristineSt-Pierresharedthat58%ofstudentsenrolledinhighereducation
arewomen.Womenearn60%ofgraduateandundergraduateuniversitydegrees.
Asaresult,growingnumbersofwomenthroughoutthelabourmarketandwomen
compriseoverhalfQuébec’sworkforce.Thewomen’semploymentratein2012was
57%,upfrom37%in1976.Andwomen’saveragehourlywageis90%thatofmen,
versus84% whenQuébec’sPayEquityActcameintoforcein1997.Sharingher
government’scommittmentsforhumanrightsstatedthatrespectinghumanrightsis
oneofoursociety’sfundamentalvalues.ShesaidthatlastyearMontréalwasnamed
“beststudentcity”intheworld,beatingoutLondonandParis,byQSBestStudent
Cities2017.Sheaddedthattheyarealwayshappytowelcomemoreinternational
students—including,ofcourse,moreIndianstudentsandwillalwaysbehappytosee
morefemalestudents.

Postherlecture,studentsaskedvariousquestionstotheMinister.Dr.MiraK.Desai,
Coordinator-InternationalLinkages,SNDTWU proposedthevoteofthanks.The
programmeendedwithnationalanthem.


